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Commonly Misused Words 
Homophones: words that have different spellings, the same 

pronunciation, and different meanings.  

 

WORDS  EXAMPLES 

Accept (verb): to receive 
 
Except (preposition): not including; 
omitting/ other than 

I’m sure she’ll  accept your marriage 
proposal.  
 
I agree to work except for tonight.  

Affect (verb): make a difference to/influence 
 
Effect (noun): a change, result or 
consequence of something that occured 

This F will affect my grade.  
 
The rules were put into effect the night after 
the burglary.  

Allusion (noun) : making a reference without 
specifically stating it.  
 
Illusion (noun): something 
deceptive/wrongly perceived 

His poem about circles was an allusion to the 
moon.  
 
His face was a mere illusion; he’d been dead 
for years.  

It’s (contraction) : the contraction of “it is” 
 
Its (pronoun): the possessive form of the 
noun “it”  

It’s your birthday! 
 
 
The cat had an infection in its ear.  

Than (conjunction/preposition): used to 
introduce the second element when 
comparing.  
 

Batman is more powerful than Spiderman.  
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Then (adverb): at that time; afterward; after 
that 

 
 
 
He became the first president and then he 
died.  

There (adverb): in, at, or to that place 
 
Their (determiner): used to identify people 
or things previously mentioned  
 
They’re (contraction): the contraction of 
“they are” 
 

I was going there for lunch.  
 
That baseball is theirs, not yours.  
 
They’re seven siblings in total.  

Too (adverb): in addition to 
 
To (preposition): toward; until 
 
Two (number): the number 2 
 

I was thirsty too.  
 
I went to the mall.  
 
There were two lunch periods at my high 
school.  

Were (verb): second person singular past, 
plural past, and past subjunctive of be. 
 
We’re (contraction): contraction of “we are” 

Those strawberries were too sour.  
 
 
We’re finally going back to school.  

Your (determiner): associated or belonging 
to the person the writer/speaker is 
addressing 
 
You’re (contraction): the contraction of “you 
are” 

That’s your best score! 
 
You’re the one who always wins.  
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Now it’s your turn! Fill in the blank with the appropriate 

homophone. Check your answers in the box below! 
 
 
1. It’s time for me to _____ the changes in my life.  

2. An elephant is bigger _____ a dog.  

3. ____ the most beautiful girl I’ve ever seen.  

4. I want ice cream ____ ! 

5. The ghost appeared before her, or maybe it was a mere ______.  

6. They misbehaved, so those are ____ consequences.  

7. ____ going to be a lovely day.  

8. I hope my professor ____ my late homework.  

9. ____ going to be parents! 

10. I was driving  ___ the mall when I saw her jogging. 
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